[Abnormalities of the aortic arch in adults. A rare cause of tracheo-oesophageal compression. Apropos of 2 cases].
Two cases of symptomatic aortic arch anomalies in adults are reported: a case of Neuhauser's ligamentum arteriosum with compressive retro-oesophageal diverticulum, and a case of double aortic arch revealed by postoperative tracheal compression. In both cases, surgical correction was made very difficult by the aneurysmal progression of the compressive vascular anomalies and resection of the thoracic aorta under cardiopulmonary by-pass was necessary. These therapeutic difficulties therefore highlight the differences between aortic arch anomalies in adults and those in infants which can be simply and effectively treated with no mortality in our experience. These observations argue in favour of systematic surgical correction of any aortic arch anomalies in infants, even when they are responsible for few symptoms.